
  

 Introduction: Many say that they accept the apostles’ doctrine as their author-
ity in religion but, when faced with an issue in which a cherished position or view 
is being challenged they often appeal to a source for their authority that is quite 
different. Perhaps the best way to avoid this is to be aware of other sources of au-
thority in religion. Some sources are objective—where we look outside of ourselves. 
Other sources are subjective—where we look within ourselves for authority.

I. __________________ Standards of Authority 
 A) The Old Testament
  1. It is common for people to resort to the O.T. to provide authority
	 	 2.	But	the	O.T.	was	designed	to	be	temporary,	to	fulfill	a	specific	purpose	&		
   as a covenant has been replaced by the New Covenant (Gal. 3:19-25).
   (a) When those who were under the Law came to Christ... (Rom. 7:4-6)
   (b) As prophesied by Jeremiah, God has made a “new covenant” to  
	 	 	 	 replace	the	“first	covenant”	which	is	now	obsolete	(Heb.	8:7-13)
  3. Not that the O.T. is of no value to Christians (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:6, 11)
  4. We just can’t use it to enjoin religious practices upon others which the  
   apostles themselves did not teach!
 B) ________________ Rule (Matthew 7:13-14; cf. Josh 24:14-15)
 C) Parents
 D) ________________ (2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Matt. 15:12-14; Acts 17:11)
	 E)	________________	&	Traditions	of	Men	(Mark	7:6-9)
  1. Accept the Bible only, and you become a Christian only
	 	 2.	Accept	the	Bible	along	with	some	Creed	&	you	become	something	else!

II. ____________________ Standards of Authority 
 A) ____________________ (Acts 23:1; 26:9-11)
	 B)	Human	Wisdom	(Isaiah	55:8-9;	1	Cor.	1:18-29;	2:9-12;	Ephesians	3:1-5)
	 C)	____________________	(Proverbs	14:12;	28:26;	Jeremiah	10:23)

 Conclusion: Because the way we should live is “not in man” we need an objec-
tive standard for our authority in religion. We can’t depend upon subjective stan-
dards like conscience, human wisdom, or feelings. 
 But which objective standard? We cannot depend on creeds of men, preach-
ers, parents, majority rule, or even the Old Testament. We must only depend on 
and put our faith in the apostles’ doctrine, i.e., the New Testament. 
 The apostles were personally selected to be Christ’s ambassadors. The 
apostles	were	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	to	be	guided	into	all	the	truth.	And,	they	
were inspired to write all that Christ would have us to know and do.
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Other Standards of Authority 
(Hebrews 8:7-13)


