
Study Tools 

Selecting a Bible 

Word by word translations: 

- English Standard Version 

- New American Standard Version 

- New King James Version 

Thought by thought translation: 

- New International Version 

Older translations: 

- King James 

- American Standard 

 

Tips for Using Commentaries 

 Always study the text yourself before consulting a commentary 

 Commentaries are useful because they provide another person’s perspective 

 Be aware of who wrote the commentary 

 Always take what you read with a grain of salt 

 If you own several commentaries, start with the smallest first 

 Intros and outlines can be very helpful in commentaries 

 

Tips for Using Study Bibles 

 Very handy: You always have the commentary right with you 

 Sometimes dangerous: Typically includes a lot of Calvinism and Premillennialism. 

 

What should I use a Bible Dictionary for? 

 Understanding the historical background 

 Getting a quick overview of a book or concept 

 Understanding a Biblical definition of a Biblical word 

 

Other tools: Biblegateway.com, Blueletterbible.com 



Observing The Text 

What is the Author Teaching Us? 

1. See the context 

a. Immediate context 

b. Larger context 

2. Look for purpose & summary statements 

3. Look for inclusios 

4. Look for repetition & similar thoughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Genesis 1:6-19 

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let 

it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse 

and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 

were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 

Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.10 God called the dry 

land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 

God saw that it was good. 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 

fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on 

the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 

yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is 

their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 

separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 

seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of 

the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.16 And God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 

the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens 

to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 

 

 

 



Genesis 5:1-27 

5 This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he 

made him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female he created them, and he 

blessed them and named them Man when they were created.3 When Adam 

had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, 

and named him Seth. 4 The days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 

years; and he had other sons and daughters.5 Thus all the days that Adam 

lived were 930 years, and he died. 

6 When Seth had lived 105 years, he fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he 

fathered Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8 Thus all the 

days of Seth were 912 years, and he died. 

9 When Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. 10 Enosh lived after he 

fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 11 Thus all the 

days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died. 

12 When Kenan had lived 70 years, he fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived after 

he fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14 Thus 

all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died. 

15 When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived 

after he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17 Thus 

all the days of Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died. 

18 When Jared had lived 162 years he fathered Enoch. 19 Jared lived after he 

fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus all the 

days of Jared were 962 years, and he died. 

21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked 

with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and 

daughters. 23 Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years.24 Enoch walked with 

God, and he was not, for God took him. 

25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech.26 Methuselah 

lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and 

daughters. 27 Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died. 

 



1 Peter 5:6-11 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he 

cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist 

him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 

you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 


